
Building a Space For Justice
THE CAMPAIGN TO RENEW 
THE FESTIVAL CENTER



Strengthen our Sustainability for the Future..
Deepen and Broaden our Community, National, and Global Impact...
Launch New Innovative Programs...
Further our Call to Hospitality and Justice...

Your generous support of this campaign will…

Join us, as together, we work to build a             
   future brimming with justice, and hope. 



Dear Friends, 
I started my role as Executive Director of the Festival Center in 
February of 2020. As I first walked the halls of the Festival Center, the 
impact of this space came alive for me. This space— which stirred 
with the activity of community and church groups, activists and 
organizers—has impacted the community in profound ways. An 
anchor in the Adam’s Morgan neighborhood, the Festival Center 
welcomes 4000 individuals per month across multiple races, 
ethnicities, faith backgrounds, and socio-economic levels. We 
are home to organizations that provide access to affordable 
housing, job training, legal aid services, health services, substance 
abuse support, and so much more. 

As I began having conversations with community members, I 
dreamt about the future of the Festival Center and how, together, 
we can create an even greater impact in our city, nation, and 
world. Through my many conversations I began to envision a 
reinvigorated Festival Center with expanded square footage, 
a training kitchen, art gallery, incubator spaces, a space for 
community organizing support, spiritual renewal programs, and 
upgraded technology which would provide sustainability well into 
the future. With your support, this dream will come true. 

I have dedicated my life to supporting communities and grassroot 
organizations who work to build movements for change. From 
living and serving among impoverished communities in Waco, TX, 
Lexington, KY, Cleveland, OH, and Chicago, IL, to working for national 
non-profits on Capitol Hill in Washington DC, I have always sought 
to creatively bring together people and organizations from all 
walks of life to achieve real and lasting change. The renovation to 
the Festival Center will create more opportunities for this type of 
work in Washington DC and beyond. 

Join me, as together, we work to build movements for justice and 
mobilize leaders to serve. 

Join me, as together, we expand the impact of the Festival Center. 

Join me, as together, we renovate our space so that we can 
welcome more individuals and groups who hunger for spaces of 
justice and hospitality through our doors.

For a just city, nation, and world, 

Bill Mefford 
Executive Director
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The Festival Center first opened our doors in 1989 as 
a mission of the Church of the Saviour, an influential 
nondenominational church in Washington DC, founded 
in 1947 by Gordon and Mary Cosby. Gordon and a small 
group of leaders launched the Festival Center to support 
community-centered ministries and non-profits and to 
train faith leaders in DC and across the country for mission 
and justice. Their call remains ours today. 

After 30 years, it is time to upgrade the building. Inefficient 
energy use has become a big component of the 
operating budget, and security for employees and groups 
who utilize our building is not sufficient. The configuration 
of our rentable office spaces is no longer adequate for 
organizations in this new hybrid work world, and there 
is a large gap between the current technology system 
and what is required to deliver workshops, teach-ins, and 
meetings. 

In 2020, we retained architects to upgrade our energy 
systems, to reimagine the space on all three floors of the 
building, and to ensure the sustainability of our work for 
decades to come. Now it is time to make the vision real. 

The Festival Center’s renovated building will include 
27 rentable office spaces (shared and suite style), 16 
workspace desks, a 1,540 square foot Community Room, 
a 500 square foot commercial training Kitchen, a 500 
square foot conference room, an 800 square foot co-
working space, and 30 parking spaces. Just over 40% of 
the rentable offices and community spaces will be rented 
at below market rate. 

The Festival Center has projected an increase of base rent 
around 1% for the next ten years, ensuring that rental costs 
for organizations remain low even with increasing cost-
of-living. This will allow organizations to reallocate money 
previously spent on the high cost of office space back to 
services that support people or residents of low-income 
communities. We are thrilled that 70% of our office rentals 
(both at and below market rate) have been committed 
post-construction through letters of intent. 

Once these renovations are completed and the cost of 
the renovations raised, operational costs of the Festival 
Center will be almost entirely covered for the first time 
since our founding thanks to the dramatic increase in 
rentable space and energy savings. This sustainability will 
allow us to pour ourselves more fully into partnering with 
faith communities and justice organizations so that we 
can be more faithful co-workers in the causes for justice. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES

1

LONG-TERM 
SUSTAINABILITY

$1,000,000
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CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES

TOTAL • $4,500,000

2

COMMUNITY
IMPACT
$850,000

3

INNOVATIVE
PROGRAMS
$1,050,000

4

SPACES FOR
JUSTICE

$1,600,000



For nearly 30 years, the Festival Center has come alongside organizations to support their 
missions. By providing below-market rate space, education, and support, the Festival Center has 
helped birth organizations and advocacy groups which build movements for justice in our city, 
nation, and world. Over 70 non-profits and community groups rely on the Festival Center to further 
their mission; 90% of organizations that rely on the Festival Center are minority-led and provide 
services in aid of marginalized individuals. 

8th Day Faith Community
A Better Chance
AA/NA Groups
Adams Morgan Partnership BID
Angel Rose Artist Collective
Appleseed Network
Asian Pacific Islander Domestic 
 Violence Resource Project
Barbara Chambers Children’s Center
Beloved Community Incubator
Black Lives Matter DC
Black Youth Project 100
BRIYA Public Charter School 

Center for Conservation Peacebuilding
CARECEN
Centro De Trabajados Unidos 
CentroNía
Church of Christ Right Now
Current Movements Organization
DC Eco Women
DC Justice for Muslims
Diverse City Fund
DROOM Theatre Company
Eastern Mennonite University’s Center 
 for Peacemaking and Justice
Engineers Without Borders

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS THAT UTILIZE 
THE FESTIVAL CENTER’S LOW-COST COMMUNITY SPACES

30 years
LAUNCHING SUSTAINABLE 
NON-PROFITS
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Equality Labs
Everytown for Gun Safety 
Extinction Rebellion DC
Faith and Money Network
Festival Church
Fight Toxic Prisons
Foro De Sai Paulo
Friends of Sabeel
Friends of the Congo
Grapevine Health
Heritage Africa 
Housing Counseling Services
Howard University
If Not Now Movement
Jewish Voices for Peace
Joseph’s House
Jubilee Housing
Jubilee Jobs 
Jubilee Jumpstart 
L’Arche of Greater Washington
La Clínica Del Pueblo
Latino Economic Development Center
League of Women Voters 
Little Bird Acupuncture

Miss Amy’s Music Makers
National Coalition for the Homeless
Never Again Action 
No Justice No Pride
Occupation Free DC
Platform of Hope
Poor People’s Campaign
Potter’s House
Race Forward
RCM of Washington
Recovery Cafe
Sat AM Steps 
School for International Training
Showing Up for Racial Justice DC
Shut Down DC
Southern Columbia Heights Tenants 
 Association
Taproot Foundation
The Family Place
The Literacy Lab
Transwomen of Color Collective
Unity Health Care 
WOW Church 

LAUNCHING SUSTAINABLE 
NON-PROFITS
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LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY 
$1,000,000

Environmental and technological investments 
will expand the impact of the Festival Center 
beyond our four walls and create long-term 
sustainability for the future. 
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Environmental Sustainability 

Through new HVAC system insulation, 
LED lighting, and solar panels, we will 
dramatically lower energy usage 
and reduce our energy costs by 50%. 
Buildings produce the greatest amount 
of carbon emissions in large cities. We 
are doing our part to shrink our carbon 
footprint and provide both financial and 
environmental sustainability for years to 
come. 

Technological Sustainability

In light of the pandemic, which has 
changed the way we work and meet 
one another, upgraded technology will 
allow us to continue welcoming people 
from all over the country and world 
to the Festival Center for workshops 
and advocacy gatherings, leadership 
trainings, retreats, classes, worship and 
more. With this upgraded technology, 
community groups will be able to host 
their own Zoom events, create podcasts, 
and build communities for justice across 
our city, country, and world. 

We are a community 
center, a safe space, 

where non-profits and 
faith communities 
seek to serve and 

advocate alongside 
the most vulnerable 

people in Washington 
DC in order to achieve 
concrete change and 

bring healing and 
justice for our city, 
nation, and world.

Bill Mefford
Executive Director

“

The Festival Center building at its opening in 1989. 
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“

COMMUNITY IMPACT
$850,000

A new commercial training kitchen and art gal-
lery space will further the impact of the Festival 
Center in the Adams Morgan neighborhood 
and wider Washington DC community. 

Commercial Training Kitchen 

A state-of-the-art commercial training 
kitchen will create opportunities for 
partnering organizations and small 
businesses to incubate new initiatives, 
teach culinary arts classes, and enable 
food entrepreneurs to develop and 
refine their craft. 

Community Gallery 
for Local Artists

This gallery will be among the most 
important spaces in our building 
because it is where all who enter will 
meet the Festival Center for the first 
time. The art gallery will provide needed 
entrepreneurial support for marginalized 
artists and will bring critically relevant 
artwork to our community. 

Jubilee Jobs has been a partner with the Festival Center from its 
opening in 1989.  We utilize the Festival Center’s below market-

rate space for our weekly job placement orientations, serving up 
to 200 people at a time, and for our monthly community dinners 

with applicants, volunteers, and supporters called Job Friends. The 
Festival Center is an integral partner in our mission.

“

Terry Flood
Founder, Jubilee Jobs

Top, community members gather over dinner 
at a Jubilee Jobs’ Job Friends Dinner which, 
until the pandemic,  occurred every 3rd 
Wednesday at the Festival Center.  Bottom, 
Gordon Cosby and community members 
at Jubilee Jobs’ orientation, which, until the 
pandemic, was regularly held on Mondays at 

the Festival Center.   



Center for Spiritual Formation

Dedicated to our value of collective 
formation and the inward journey, we 
will have a dedicated space for spiritual 
direction and formation. This space will 
be available free-of-cost for people of 
all religious and spiritual beliefs so that 
individuals and groups can deepen their 
connection and relationship with the Divine 
and Sacred. 

Center for Liberation

The Festival Center has long been a leader in 
training and mobilizing community leaders 
in the Washington DC area and across the 
country. Since the start of the pandemic, 
the influence and impact of our School 
for Liberation has grown considerably as 
hundreds each year attend our classes and 
teach-ins. This will be strengthened even 
more through our incubator space on the 
second floor. We will partner with grassroots 
organizations and think tanks to connect 
scholarly research and organizations so that 
they may mutually inform each other. The 
result will be stronger and more effective 
movements for justice. 

Social Justice Incubator

In keeping with the Festival Center’s original 
vision of the second floor being an “incubator 
space” for new ministries and new works to 
be birthed, we are creating a co-working 
space specifically for faith communities 
and start-up justice organizations that 
cannot afford market-rate office space in 
Washington, DC. Not only will they have a 
space to work and meet, we will partner 
with them and support their work of building 
movements for justice in practical and 
needed ways. 
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INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
$1,050,000

Innovative new programs will further the mission of 
the Festival Center by strengthening opportunities 
for collective formation, collaboration, and mutual 
solidarity.

A beacon of hope 
for the overlooked 
and underserved, 
the Festival Center 
continues the life-

changing work 
of Church of the 

Saviour. Adding the 
Center for Spiritual 

Formation to the 
beautiful chapel 
on the first floor 

promises to anchor 
their work in the 

inward journey as 
well.

Marjory 
Bankson

Chair, Church of the 
Saviour Ecumenical 

Council

“
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Cosby Hall

On the first floor of the Festival Center is a large 
inspiring public space where celebrations, weddings, 
memorial services, conferences, meetings, worship 
services and so much more take place. This Great 
Room will accommodate up to 160 people at a time 
and upgraded technology and furniture will create a 
space for more exciting activity in this space. 

A Safe Space for Justice

An essential part of providing hospitality to all who enter 
the Festival Center is ensuring their safety while they 
are here. Through the creation of a vestibule to our front 
entrance and a new security system, we will ensure a 
safe space for all people who meet and work here. 

High Tech Meeting Rooms

Small to medium-sized meeting rooms for both virtual 
and online meetings will expand our rentable square-
footage and provide opportunities for groups of all sizes 
to collaborate.   

SPACES FOR JUSTICE
$1,600,000

Expanded rentable square-footage and below-market-rate 
pricing will create opportunities for community groups and 
non-profits to meet and collaborate privately and safely. 

 

The Festival Center has been my place of solace, worship, 
celebration and recovering from life’s challenges. It is a beautiful 

place for art, dance, spirituality, brainstorming, and prayer meetings. 
I have met brilliant people from all over the world, and right across 

the street! This is truly my lovely home away from home.

Minister Kumi Alatishe
Church of Christ Right Now

“

The Elizabeth O’Connor Chapel will  
serve as a space for spiritual formation 

and renewal. 



THE FESTIVAL CENTER
1640 COLUMBIA ROAD NW
WASHINGTON DC 20009
www.festivalcenter.org

WAYS TO GIVE

BY PHONE
202.328.0072

ONLINE
festivalcenter.org/give

BY MAIL
2708 Ontario Road

Washington DC 20000


